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Elizabeth, was entertained with stage-plays in the
Refectory of Christchurch, in 1583. Isaac Casaubon,
coming from Henri Quatre of Prance, by invitation
of James L, was admitted to Christ's College, in July
1613. I saw the Ashmolean Museum, whither Elias
Ashmole, in 1082, sent twelve cart-loads of rarities.
Here indeed was the Olympia of all Antony Wood's
and Aubrey's games and heroes, and every inch of
ground has its lustre. For Wood's Athence Oxonienses^
or calendar of the writers of Oxford for two hundred
years, is a lively record of English manners and merits,
and as much a national monument as Purchases
Pilgrims or Hansard's Register. On every side,
Oxford is redolent of age and authority. Its gates
shut of themselves against modern innovation. It is
still governed by the statutes of Archbishop Laud,
The books in Morton Library arc still chained to the
wall Hero, on August 27, 1660, John Milton's Pro
Populo /InijHmno De/ensio, and Iconodastes, were com-
mitted to the flames. I saw the school-court or quad-
rangle, where, in 1683, the Convocation caused the
Leviathan of Thomas Hobbes to be publicly burnt,
I do not know whether this learned body have yet
heard of the Declaration of American Independence,
or whether the Ptolemaic astronomy does not still
hold its ground against the novelties of Copernicus.

As many sons, almost so many benefactors. It is
usual for a'"nobleman, or indeed for almost every
wealthy student, on quitting college, to leave behind1
him some article of plate; and gifts of all values,
from a hall, or a fellowship, or a library, down to a